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图2 梯田式花园
庭院的侧面图
Side view of 

Hilgard Garden

Hilgard Garden 图1 梯田式花园庭院的正面图
Fa ade of Hilgard Garden

Hilgard Garden was a new project designed by Mary Barensfeld Architecture, which lies in near the 
University of California Berkeley.

Hilgard Garden aims to provide the owners with an extended outdoor living space, a garden room. 
Due to the steeply sloping site, accessibility to an upper seating area requires navigating a considerable 
elevation change. To avoid taking up a large swathe of the smaller backyard square footage with a 
conventional stair, a ramping meandering path through aromatic groundcover and the outstretched limbs 
of sculptural Japanese maples was selected as a more experiential garden path.

Life Style ·
 Courtyard
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图5 花园入口处的植物特写
Planting detail of the entry gardens

图 3 梯田式花园庭院一角
A corner of Hilgard Garden

The garden aims to 
use light and shadow, 

weathering and material 
texture as design 
elements.

The townhouse was built in 1964 as part of a 4 unit building, with each unit having a private 
yard. The townhouse style uniquely combines a cedar shingled roofline with exterior walls 
reminiscent of traditional Japanese residences (flat white planes with natural wood border 
details). The home interior fits the owners’ modernist aesthetic with clean sliding planes and 
abstract overhead light wells. Consideration was made to simplify building material and plant 

Japanese maples, aromatic lemon thyme, creeping jenny and Koi bamboo to form the garden’s 
material palette.

庭院中的光影，水，材
料的细部质感被优雅
地体现。

图4 环绕木质地板的花园庭院
Hilgard Garden surrounding with wood floor



C
H

IN
A

 P
E

N
JI

N
G

 &
 S

C
H

O
LA

R
’S

 R
O

C
K

S
 

A

C
H

IN
A

 P
E

N
JI

N
G

 &
 S

C
H

O
LA

R
’S

 R
O

C
K

S
 

B

图5 夜晚光影下的花园庭院
The garden courtyard under the lights and shadows in the evening

图 6 梯田式花园庭院的平台上小憩
To have a rest on the platform of Hilgard Garden

图 7 日本枫树，百里香，匍匐珍妮蔷薇，竹子等是花园的主要材料
Japanese maples, aromatic lemon thyme, creeping jenny and 

Koi bamboo to form the garden’s material palette
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The 400 square foot lower patio area, located at the 
base of the site and on the same level as the living room, 
provides the clients with a seamless extension of their 
living space for relaxation and entertaining. It aspires, in the 
classic modernist sense, to be the new living room of the 
townhouse. Upon entering the home, one’s eye is drawn 
through the existing glass living room doors and out to the 
garden's water reflecting pool and 3 sculptural Japanese 

lights further draws your attention out and upwards towards 
the 60 square foot upper terrace seating area and its views 
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图 8 俯瞰花园庭院
Overlooking the garden courtyard

图 9 在庭院中起到装饰性作用的多孔铁皮墙
weathering multihole iron wall for decoration 

in the garden courtyard 

The owners are Bay Area natives 
with a one year old daughter, who 
loves to look at the bamboo leaves. 
One owner  works i n  techno logy, 
the  o the r  i s  a  g raph i c  de s i gne r.  
They've both been very interested in 
architecture and design since they 
first met 15 years ago and wanted to 
embrace the modern design found 
in Berke ley, espec ia l l y the use of 
concrete to make a strong impact. 

embrace more sustainable building 
practices, the garden incorporates 
a graywater drainage and irr igation 
system that the owners are currently 
work ing to hook into the ir home’s 
graywater system.

图10 梯田式花园庭院的设计师手绘图
Hilgard Garden Sketch 

图 11 梯田式花园庭院的设计图
Hilgard Garden blueprint 














